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CLAIMS ; 




1. alert control method In telephone equipment 

having an alert function, comprising the steps of: 

a) letoring time data related to a name of a person 
to communicate with in a phonebook database; 

b) determining based on the time data whether a 
predetermined time u.nterval has elapsed without communicating 
with the person; anc 

c) alerting when it is determined that the 
predetermined time interval has elapsed without communicating 

10 with the person. 



2. The alert control method according to claim 1. 
wherein the time data is a last -communication time of day at which 
communication with the person was made last. 



3 . The alert control Method according to claim 2 , 
15 wherein the step (b) comprises the steps of: 

b,l) reading a current time of day from a timer; 
b.2) calculating an el^apsed time from the last- 
communication time of day to the current time of day; and 

b.3) determining whether\the elapsed time exceeds 
20 the predetermined time interval. 
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4-\s. The alert control method according to claim 2, 
wherein the\last-communlcaticn time of day is initially set to 
a time of day wien data related to the person is registered into 
the phonebook database . 

5 5. The alert control method according to claim 2, 

wherein the last -communication time of day is updated each time 
communication with the person is terminated. 



6* The alert control method according to claim 1, 
wherein the predetermined time interval is arbitrarily 
10 determined depending on a user's instruction . 



7. The alert control me^thod according to claim 1, 
wherein the alerting of the step (cl is performed by driving at 
least one of a speaker, a vibrator, and a display. 



8. An alert control method in telephone equipment 
15 having an alert function, comprising the\±eps of: 

a) storing a last-communication\ime of day related 
to a name of each of a plurality of persons to\pmmunicate with 
in a phonebook database: 

b ) dividing the plurality o£ persons into a plurality 

20 of groups; 
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c) dGterxninlng a before-alert time interval for each 
of the gVoups, wherein the before-alert time' interval is a time 
interval during which communication with the person is not made 
before alerting; 

d\ determining whether the before-alert time 
interval has ela'tosed after the last -communication time of day; 
and 

e) alei?ting when it is determined that the 
before-alert time IniC^^rval has elapsed after the last- 
10 communication time of day- 



9 . The alert control method according to claim 8 , 
wherein the last-communicatiipn time of day is initially set to 
a time of day when data related, to the person is registered into 
the phonebook database. 



15 




The alert control 



iod according to claim 8, 



wherein the last -communication time of day is updated each time 



\. 



communication with the person is terminated 



11, 



An alert control method in telephone equipment 



having an alert fiinction, comprising the s^eps of 



20 a) storing time data related to a name of a person 

to communicate with in a phonebook database; 

b) storing an alert -inhibition timeXperiod during 



0^2 
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wnibil alert Is inhibited; 

c) determining based on the time data whether a 
predetermined time Interval has elapsed without communicating 
with the p6j:son; 

I) alerting when a current time of day falls out of 
the alert-inhied-tion time period and it is determined that the 
predetermined ti\ne Interval has elapsed without communicating 
with the person; 4jid 

e) Inhibiting alert when the current time of day 
10 falls into the alert -Vnhibition time period even if it is 
determined that the predetermined time interval has elapsed 
without communicating with the person. 



12. The alert controV method according to claim 11, 
wherein the time data is a last-cbmmunlcation time of day at which 
15 communication with the person w^ made last. 



13. The alert control method according to claim 11, 
wherein the alerting of the step (d) i^ performed by driving at 
least one of a speaker, a vibrator, anas, a display. 



14- The alert control method according to claim 13, 
20 wherein, in the step (e) , an audible alert by \:he speaker and/or 
the vibrator is inhibited and a silent alert on the display is 
permitted. 
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15. The alert control method according to claim 1, 
further comprising the steps of: 

d) storing an alert list containing persons targeted 

for alert 

5 \ e) displaying the alert list in form of a menu on 

a display so \hat a desired one is selected from the alert list 
to make a callNto the desired one. 

16- The altert control method according to claim 8, 
further comprising the steps of: 
^0 f ) storlngyan alert list containing persons targeted 

for alert; 

g) displaying the alert list in form of a menu on 
a display so that a desired We is selected from the alert list 
to make a call to the desire^ one. 



15 17. The alert control metjiod according to claim 11, 

further comprising the steps of: 

f ) storing an alert list containing persons targeted 

for alert; 

g) displaying the alert listXin form of a menu on 
20 a display so that a desired one is selected\rom the alert list 

to make a call to the desired one. 
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A telephone apparatus having an alert function 

compir^ing: 

a phonebook database for storing time data related 
to a name^of a person to communicate with; and 

a controller for determining based on the time data 
whether a predetermined time interval has elapsed without 
communicating wi^h the person and starting the alert function 
when it is determined that the predetermined time interval has 
elapsed without contfi^unicating with the person. 

1^ 19. A telephoned apparatus having an alert function, 

comprising: 

a phonebook datVbase for storing a last- 
communication time of day relared to a name of each of a plurality 
of persons to communicate with. Wherein the plurality of persons 
15 is divided into a plurality of groups; and 

a controller for determining a before -alert time 
interval for each of the groups, wherein the before-alert time 
interval is a time interval during whicKv communication with the 
person is not made before alerting, determining whether the 
20 before-alert time interval has elapsed af^er the last- 
communication time of day, and starting the albert function when 
it is determined that the before- alert time internal has elapsed 
after the last -communication time of day. 
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20, A telephone apparatus having an alert function, 
compris\ng: 

a phonebook database for storing time data related 
to a name o^ a person to cominunicate with; 
5 aiv alert -inhibition timetable storing an alert- 

inhibition time j^eriod during which alert is Inhibited; and 

a cont±x)ller for determining based on the time data 
whether a predetermined time interval has elapsed without 
communicating with the person, starting the. alert function when 
10 a current time of day falls dut of the alert -inhibition time period 
and it is determined that the predetermined time interval has 
elapsed without communicatingNwith the person, and Inhibiting 
alert when the current time of dayValls Into the alert-inhlbitlon 
time period even If It is determined that the predetermined time 
15 interval has elapsed without commiii^icating with the person. 



